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Backgrounder 
DEA and Diversion: What You Should Know

What is the DEA Diversion Control Program?
The Drug Enforcement Administration’s (DEA) Office of Diversion Control:

· Has a specialized workforce focused exclusively on diversion and the rules and regulations of Controlled Prescription Drugs (CPD) that have been established through the CSA and other diversion control legislation.

· Enforces those rules and regulations, and monitors those who participate in the registration and reporting system for CPD.

· Maintains an in-depth knowledge of the entire chain of production, distribution and consumption of CPD in the legitimate pharmaceutical industry.

What is the Problem?

CPD diversion is a growing problem in the United States, and the DEA is doing its part to respond to this threat. This includes finding out the facts, and today’s release of the 2009 National Prescription Drug Threat Assessment, a collaborative project between The National Drug Intelligence Center and DEA, is part of that process. 

The report’s highlights include the following information:

· Unintentional overdose deaths involving prescription opioids increased 117 percent between 2001 (3,944) and 2005 (8,541), the most recent year data is available.

· There were approximately 6.9 million current non-medical users of CPDs aged 12 or older (used in the past month) in 2007, the latest year data is available.

· Violent and property crimes associated with CPD diversion and abuse have increased in all regions of the United States over the past five years.

· The economic costs of diversion and abuse of CPDs is steep. For example, the estimated cost to public and private medical insurers is $72.5 billion a year.

· CPD diversion typically involves individuals who doctor-shop or forge prescriptions; unscrupulous physicians or pharmacists; rogue Internet pharmacies; and thefts, with gangs becoming increasingly involved in the retail distribution of diverted CPDs.

What Else is DEA Doing About Diversion?

· Nearly doubled the number of Special Agents assigned to CPD diversion investigations over the past two years, with additional Special Agents, Diversion Investigators and other CPD resources planned for FY 2010. 

· Established Additional Tactical Diversion Squads made up of Special Agents, Diversion Investigators, and state and local police officers. These task forces have proven to be an effective means for taking on CPD traffickers around the country.  

· Used the tools given to DEA by Congress. This includes the use of criminal prosecution, civil suits, and administrative licensure actions to attack illicit traffickers of CPD’s such as: 

· Taking civil and administrative actions against manufacturers, distributors and retailers of CPD’s who violate the CSA. For example DEA recently took action against two large distributors and a major retailer, actions that were accompanied by record-breaking fines.  

· Implementing The Ryan Haight Online Pharmacy Consumer Protection Act. This act makes it harder for cyber-criminals to sell illegally diverted CPD’s to use the Internet and easier to prosecute them when they are caught.  

· Developed important resources to help explain the dangers of misusing prescription drugs. This includes the websites GetSmartAboutDrugs.com for parents and JustThinkTwice.com for teens; a prescription drug guide “Prescription for Disaster: How Teens Abuse Medicine”; and the DEA traveling exhibit Target America: Opening Eyes to the Damage Drugs Cause which has been seen by nearly 10 million visitors. 

For an electronic copy of the 2009 National Prescription Drug Threat Assessment please go to the National Drug Intelligence Center at www.usdoj.gov/ndic/. For more information on DEA’s enforcement actions and DEA in the news, please go to www.dea.gov. 


The mission of the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) is to enforce the controlled substances laws and regulations of the United States and bring to the criminal and civil justice system of the United States, or any other competent jurisdiction, those organizations and principal members of organizations, involved in the growing, manufacture, or distribution of controlled substances appearing in or destined for illicit traffic in the United States; and to recommend and support non-enforcement programs aimed at reducing the availability of illicit controlled substances on the domestic and international markets.
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